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GASPA Business Meeting 

November 29, 2012 
 
Call to Order-Candace Norton, President 
The meeting was called to order by the President, Candace Norton. 
 
Recognition of Luncheon Sponsor-Mary Jessie, Historian/Legislative Liaison 
On behalf of GASPA, Mary Jessie recognized Educational Planners, sponsor of the GASPA Fall 2012 Business 
Meeting/Luncheon. James Wilson, Founder of Educational Planners, LLC (Ed Planners) briefly addressed the audience. 
Mr. Wilson, a former Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources in both the Fulton and Cobb County School Systems, 
stated that Ed Planners is a professional partner of educational leaders that is available to meet almost any educational 
service need.  Michael Gray and Rick White, both retired Human Resource senior administrators from the Fulton County 
School System, GASPA members and now associates with Ed Planners, also offered brief remarks. 
 
Distinguished Service Award-Sid Camp, President-Elect 
The Distinguished Service Award was established in 2010 to honor persons who have made considerable and 
longstanding contributions to GASPA and to the field of Human Resources.  Some of the factors considered to determine 
recipients of the award are:  length of service, quality/value added to GASPA, service to GASPA, demonstrated human 
resource competencies, demonstrated commitment to GASPA and the human resource profession.  With great pleasure, 
this year’s award was presented to a most deserving recipient, Mary Jessie. 
 
Approval of Minutes from May 2 and 3, 2012.-A motion to approve the minutes was made by Reaneé Ellis. Kevin 
Dobard (Tift County Schools) offered a second to the motion. The motion was approved. 
 
Fall Conference 2012 Report-Don Cooper, Program Chairperson 
Don Cooper briefly reviewed the schedule of activities for the conference. 
 
Recognition of Partners/Vendors/Sponsors-Susan Cole, Business Partner Liaison 
Susan Cole acknowledged the much appreciated professional relationship between GASPA and each of the 19 vendors 
and business partners who provided support to the conference.  Each partner was afforded an opportunity to briefly 
greet the membership.  On behalf of the organization, Susan Cole publicly thanked the partners and sponsors for their 
commitment to GASPA and support of our human capital management initiatives in our respective school districts and 
organizations. 
 
Registrants-Vince Richardson, Business Manager 
Vince Richardson reported that 113 was the final registration count for the conference. 
 
Best in Class Awards Committee-Vince Richardson, Business Manager 
Trey Olson (Cherokee County Schools) will chair the committee.  Reaneé Ellis (GA Dept. of Human Services), Sid Camp, 
(Gwinnett County Schools), Phillip Tremble (Bulloch County Schools), Wilma Widmer (Walton County Schools) and Kim 
Clayton (Coffee County Schools) will continue to serve on the committee. Best in Class Awards guidelines will be 
disseminated to the GASPA membership in January 2013. The deadline to return submissions to Trey Olson will be 
March 15, 2013. 
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Finance/Budget Committee-Candace Norton, President 
It is proposed that a Finance/Budget Committee will be established and chaired by the President Elect.  The President, 
President-Elect and Treasurer will serve on the committee.  The committee will provide overall financial guidance to the 
organization and will work within the constructs of three tenets: 

1. GASPA should not spend more money during any fiscal year than it takes in; 
2. All GASPA expenses will be pre-authorized; and 
3. GASPA will establish a floor for a reserve account (possible target $100,000.00) 

 
Time and Place Report-Vince Richardson, Business Manager 
The Spring 2013 Conference and the Fall 2013 Conference will be held at the King and Prince Hotel.  
 

GASPA members should mark their calendars for the following dates: 
Spring 2013 Conference:  May 28-30, 2013                                                  Fall 2013 Conference:  November 18-20, 2013 
 
GASPA members are asked to please contact Vince Richardson or any member of the Executive Board to offer input on 
time and place for conferences. 
 
Treasurer’s Report-Valerie Suessmith, Treasurer 
The current financial report was provided for review and is summarized below: 
 
               November 28-30, 2012 Conference (King & Prince, St. Simons) 

Membership to Date 141 

Business Partners Paid for Conference 18 

Registrants 113 

 
                                              GASPA Account Balances 

Bank of America 
Business Advantage Checking Account Balance 

$10,828.29 

Bank of America 
Business Investment Savings Account Balance 

$12,565.92 

Bank of America-Certificates of Deposit 
CD 5149 
CD 5178 
CD 5110 
CD-Total Accounts  

 
$11,154.04 
$  5,880.57 
$38,333.15 
$55,367.76 

Total Accounts (Cash and Investments) $78,761.97 

 
                   May 2-4, 2012 Conference (Evergreen, Stone Mountain) 
                                                           Income 

Registrations (85 at $165.00 each) including onsite fees $14,045.00 

Membership Dues (45 including retirees) $      855.00 

Partner Exhibits (9 at $750.00 each) $   6,750.00 

Pre-Conference Vendor Expenses (General ASP; American 
Fidelity, Houze; Frontline Placement Tech; SearchSoft; 
Truenorthlogic; Compliance Director; Netchemia; VALIC 

$      848.76 

American Fidelity Sponsorship $   1,200.00 

General ASP Sponsorship $      500.00 

Frontline Technologies/Aesop Sponsorship $      750.00 

Total Income $24,173.76 
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                                                                Expenses 

Evergreen Resort $  9,945.34 

Riverboat Cruise $  3,332.25 

Registration Refunds (2 at $165.00 each)  $     330.00 

Total Expenses $13,607.59 

 

Net $10,566.17 

 
Valerie Suessmith expressed gratitude to the vendors who helped defray the costs of the conference.  Sid Camp moved 
that the financial report be approved. Cathy Smiley offered a second to the motion. The motion was approved.  
 
Regional GASPA Directors-Vince Richardson, Business Manager 
Vince Richardson summarized the Executive Board’s conversation about possibly establishing regional GASPA Directors 
roles. These persons would volunteer to serve as contact persons in a variety of regions throughout the state and would 
be available to: 

1. Host or facilitate drive in conferences; 
2. Ensure that persons who were unable to attend conferences receive current information; and 
3. Address other specified member needs.  

Any persons who are willing to serve as regional directors are asked to contact Vince Richardson. 
 
Website Update-Vince Richardson, Business Manager 
We are exploring more cost efficient hosts for our website.  Now that GASPA is an affiliate of GAEL, it is possible that 
GASPA will move to a different host for the website.  The Executive Board will continue to explore this option and will 
keep the membership informed. 
 
Legislative Priorities-Mary Jessie, Historian/Legislative Liaison 
A draft version of current year GASPA priorities was provided to the membership for review.  With the correction of one 
word in the final statement of the document, Keith Everson moved and Don Cooper offered the second for the approval 
of the document.  The motion was approved.  This document will be sent to the Gold Dome for inclusion in a packet of 
information to legislators on Day 1 of the 7General Assembly in January 2013. 
 
Strategic Plan Input/Implementation-Candace Norton, President 
Mary Jessie was commended for taking the initiative to develop the proposed Strategic Plan. Sid Camp and Reaneé Ellis 
were also commended for their input.   
 
Other Business-Candace Norton, President 
Valerie Suessmith will be collaborating with others to develop a list of “Things HR Professionals Need to Know:  By 
Month/Category/Etc.”  This tool is being developed to ensure that GASPA professionals have a comprehensive working 
guide designed to assist them with compliance requirements and critical responsibilities throughout the year. 
 
Adjournment-Candace Norton, President 
Candace Norton moved to adjourn the meeting. Reaneé Ellis offered a second to the motion. The motion was approved. 
 
 
 
Minutes Recorded By:  Reaneé Ellis, GASPA Secretary 
November 29, 2012 
 


