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Session #1 
 

Special Populations Experts 

Shawanna 
Greene 
 
EJCHS 

I am currently co-teaching two Algebra I classes and one Geometry 
class.  My certification is Interrelated Special Education and this is my 
third year as the Department Chair for our Special Education 
Department.  It is my strong belief that all students are able to learn 
and it is my job to determine their strengths in order to help them 
learn to be successful. 

sgreene@jcss.us 

Shelley 
Vincent 
 
WJMS 

I am currently teaching 7th grade resource language arts, as well as 
English to speakers of other languages.  Most of my efforts focus on 
drawing out student’s background knowledge, looking at their 
strengths and building relationships so students are more willing to 
try, and fail, without giving up.  I believe developing basic skills and 
base knowledge is  foundational, the requirement for all other learning 
to occur.  

svincent@jcss.us 

Katie Garner 
EJES 

I am currently co-teaching second grade Math and Reading; however, 
prior to this year, I have taught Reading and Math in 3 rd, 4 th and 5 th 
grade for 9 years.  I believe that all students can learn and make 
progress in the educational environment!  It’s up to us to help them 
find their strengths and build upon those! 
 

kgarner@jcss.us 

Kelly Ryan 
 
SJES 

I am currently co-teaching second grade reading, writing, and math.  I 
also have students who receive para-support during science and social 
studies.  I have a reading and an ESOL endorsement from the 
University of North Georgia.  While my degree is not in special 
education, I believe that all students are able to learn.  My goal is to 
build on a student's’ strengths while working to fill in the gaps in order 
to help them be successful.   

kryan@jcss.us 

Wendye 
Hendley 
 
WJES 

Wendye currently teaches special education at WJES.   whendley@jcss.us 

 
 



Session #2 
Differentiation Experts  

Angie 
Konarski 
 
WJMS 

I am currently teaching 7th grade language arts and social studies on 
West Jackson Middle School's first STEAM Team. I taught 5th grade for 
12 years at Gum Springs Elementary and I went from teaching all 
subjects to teaching social studies, science, and writing on a team of 
two. In my classroom, I have had a vast array of student groups. For 
example, I have worked with students who had IEP to gifted students in 
an advanced classroom.  At all levels I feel that differentiation is a true 
need to continue the learning of all students. I differentiate instruction 
based on student's strengths, weaknesses, choice, learning styles, and 
interests. These methods build engagement and excitement in the 
instructional environment. 

akonarski@ 
jcss.us 

Craig Ellis 
 
JCCHS 

Craig Ellis is in his third year at Jackson County High School and his 
twelfth year of teaching overall.  Craig teaches Economics, AP 
Macroeconomics,and AP United States Government and Politics in 
which he incorporates simulations, skits, role plays, and other hands on 
activities to help his students learn.  In 2015, Craig was recognized as a 
Georgia Economics Teacher of the Year by the Georgia Council on 
Economic Education for his efforts in the classroom.  Craig strives to 
create a positive and engaging learning environment in his classroom 
where students have a great experience and perform at a high level.  
 

cellis@jcss.us 

Casey Bray 
 
GSES 

I currently teach 4th grade language arts, reading, and science at Gum 
Springs Elementary. I taught 3rd grade my first year as a teacher in 
Barrow County and then moved to Gum Springs where I’ve taught the 
past three years.  Throughout my four years teaching I have worked 
with students who have IEPs, 504 plans, and gifted students.  No matter 
the level learner, I know that differentiation is crucial to accelerate 
learning for all students.  When planning differentiated instruction I 
look at the “whole” student.  This would include the student’s personal 
interests, how they learn best, their strengths and weaknesses, as well 
as allowing them to take control of their learning with choice. 
Differentiated choice boards/menus/hyperdocs and small group 
instruction are all techniques I use on a day to day basis to meet the 
needs of all students.  

cbray@jcss.us 



Lydia 
Brown 
 
EJES 

I have been an elementary school teacher for 14 years!  I went to Georgia 
College & State University and Piedmont College for my Early 
Childhood Education Degree.  I also attended and graduated from Troy 
University with my Master’s Degree in Post-Secondary Education. 
Being a teacher is such a privilege.  Currently, I teach second grade at 
East Jackson Elementary School.  I also taught Kindergarten and first 
grade for many years.  I like to keep things simple with three guiding 
principles present at all times.  First, I want to make sure students feel 
comfortable in their classroom.  Next, we practice routines over and 
over.  Having set routines and expectations is necessary for maximum 
student growth and effective classroom management. Next, I want to 
make sure that I am covering each standard completely and as 
individualized as possible.  I try to be very strategic in planning for 
student growth.  Knowing your students’ strengths and weaknesses is 
crucial.  Students must be continually assessed, formally and 
informally. This allows me to properly educate and remain focused.  In 
addition to being a teacher, I am a wife and a mom.  I have a 4 year old 
daughter named Lyla Kate and a 2 year old named Nora!  But what 
makes teaching the best career for me is the precious children that we 
pour ourselves into daily. 
 

lbrown@jcss.us 

 
Session #3 
 

                                        Behavior Management Experts 

Derek Barr 
 
WJMS 

I have taught Georgia Studies for 13 years at west Jackson Middle 
School. I’ve  taught all classes from co-taught, para supported to 
advanced.  Regardless of the type of class or level of student, clearly 
making the goal of the class academic success is vital to creating a 
functional behaviour management plan. Ensuring students understand 
and recognize this goal is important and should be accomplished by 
preparing engaging lessons, using all of the allotted class time, 
ensuring all students participate and understand the material and end 
goal of the lesson. Setting and modeling appropriate behaviour 
guidelines is essential along with creating a systematic method for 
handling disruptions quickly, efficiently and equitably with a constant 
focus on achieving the set academic goals for the class and students.   

dbarr@jcss. 



Stephanie 
Smith 
 
WJMS 

I have a Business degree and was in Banking for eight years. Once I 
had children, I was a stay home mom for about five years before 
working part time in private Pre-K. I loved teaching and returned to 
school for a Master’s in Special Education. During that time 
(2007-2009) I worked as a Paraprofessional for two years, and after 
finishing my degree, started work at EJMS in 2009. In 2012, I earned 
my Specialist degree in Teacher Leadership. This is my second year at 
WJMS. All educational teaching  experience has been in Jackson 
County. I have taught 6th and 7th grades in variation of all content 
areas. 
Certified Special Education P-12 consultative and 4th-8th all four 
content areas. 
 
 

sasmith@jcss.us 

Amanda 
Vandeford 
 
WJMS 

I am currently in my 12th year teaching, all of which have been at West 
Jackson Middle School. I’ve taught 6th and 7th grade general math  and 
gifted math. I’ve also taught in-school suspension and resource math. 
Currently I am teaching 7th grade social studies. I think relationship 
building is important to classroom management. Separating the 
behavior from the student is crucial to making sure that students feel 
as if you truly do have their best interest in mind.  

avandeford@jcss.us 

Crisy Holder 
 
GSES 

This is my 23rd year teaching.  I am currently teaching 1st grade at 
Gum Springs.  I believe that classroom management starts with setting 
my expectations to a high standard.  I have a set of procedures and a 
daily class schedule that we try not to veer from.  Behavior should 
never get in the way of learning.  Students need a safe and positive 
environment so they can learn and grow.  Learning should be fun and 
exciting, but there should always be clear expectations. 

cholder@jcss.us 

Sandi 
Flint 
 
EJES 

    This is my 32nd year of teaching.  I have trained all system staff 
Crisis Prevention Interventions for ten years. I am currently teaching 
co-teaching segments in K and 1st.  I believe that no behavior should 
impede the learning of others.  All students deserve a safe and positive 
environment in which to learn. 

sflint@jcss.us 

 


