
 
 
Dear [name], 

We are impressed by your qualifications and would like to invite you to interview and present a short 
sample [grade/subject area] lesson to the hiring committee at [school]. The sample lesson allows you 
the opportunity to demonstrate your teaching abilities before school leaders to aid them in their hiring 
decision.  

Your interview and sample lesson will take place at: 

• Location/address  
• Date and arrival time 

 
Your sample lesson should adhere to the following: 
 

• Your sample lesson should be no longer than 5-10 minutes and should be specific to the grade 
and content area for which you are applying.  

• During your 5-10 minute sample lesson you must:  
o Present your lesson objective (i.e. what you expect your students to be able to do or 

know by the end of the lesson). See Lesson Objectives below for additional information.  
o Teach your material to the school’s hiring committee or a group of students.  
o Engage your audience with questions to ensure understanding. 
o Provide a quick assessment, whether formal or informal, to gauge audience mastery of 

your objective. 
• Following the sample lesson, be prepared to interview with the principal or hiring team.  

 
 
Please let us know immediately if you have any conflicts. Note that it is extremely difficult to reschedule 
interviews and sample lessons.  

You will find further details regarding the interview below. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
reach out to [contact name and email address/phone number]. 

Best, 

[contact name] 

 

Logistics:  
 
Once you arrive at the school, please check in at the office. You will then lead a short 5-10 minute 
sample lesson in front of the principal and hiring committee, who will act as your “students” during the 
lesson. Following the sample lesson, the hiring team will provide you with 1-2 pieces of feedback. You 
will have five minutes to prepare, and then will be asked to reteach your sample lesson, incorporating 
the feedback you received. 

Prepare your sample lesson in advance. You may create your own grade- and subject-appropriate 
lesson, or choose a topic from the list below. A successful lesson will be organized around a clear 



 
 
learning objective and include an appropriate manner of gauging whether students have mastered the 
objective. Five to ten minutes pass quickly. Make sure that your learning objective can be achieved 
during this limited time.  

It is acceptable for you to assume prior knowledge in your “students.” For example, you may 
communicate this by beginning your lesson with a reference to an earlier lesson (e.g., “Yesterday we 
began talking about similes. Today we’re going to continue talking about similes and learn about 
another literary device called a metaphor.”) 

Please note: writing materials such as chart paper, a whiteboard/chalkboard, and markers/chalk will be 
provided for your lesson. You should plan to bring any other materials needed to teach your sample 
lesson. Please let us know if technology will be required for your lesson.  

 

Lesson Objectives: 

A lesson objective is what you expect your students to know or be able to do by the end of the lesson. 
For your sample lesson, select an objective from the list below or create your own. You should select an 
objective from within the content area for which you are applying. If your assigned subject area isn’t 
listed in the chart below, please use the following guidance: 

• Middle School candidates should choose a an objective under English/Language Arts, 
History/Social Studies, Math, Biology/Life Science, or Chemistry depending on their area of focus 

• ESL candidates should choose an objective either under the Early Childhood 
Education/Elementary Education subject area or the English/Language Arts subject area. 

• Special Education candidates may select and/or modify any of the objectives below. 
• All other subject area candidates should create their own objectives. 

 

Subject Area  Teaching Sample Objectives (Students will be able to…) 

Early Childhood Education/ 
Elementary Education 

• Define and identify subjects and objects in a sentence. 
• Use a table of contents to locate key facts or information in a 

text. 
• Describe the difference between a hard vowel sound and a soft 

vowel sound. 
• Determine the proper punctuation to use in both exclamatory 

sentences and questions. 
• Identify geometric shapes and structures in the environment. 
• Use the symbols <, >, =, and �‚ to compare whole numbers, 

fractions, OR decimals. 
• Determine the sum of a two digit number and a one digit 

number that involves carrying. 



 
 

English/Language Arts  

• Define “dangling modifiers” and correct them in sentences. 
• Define alliteration, hyperbole, OR metaphor and identify 

examples in a poem. 
• Identify and describe the five stages of a story’s plot. 
• Identify and use parallel structure. 

Foreign Language 

• Explain the origin and meaning of an important custom from a 
country that speaks the language. 

• Conjugate a verb - regular or irregular (Spanish example: 
"hablar" or "ser"). 

• Express feelings or emotions in the target language. 
• Use comparative words in context to describe different objects 

History/Social Studies  

• Use the scale on a map to calculate distance. 
• Identify the steps necessary to amend the US Constitution. 
• Compare and contrast the characteristics of the US House and 

the US Senate. 
• Determine the message communicated by a political cartoon. 

Math 

• Calculate the area of a triangle, quadrilateral, circle, OR other 
shape. 

• Plot positive and negative coordinates on a coordinate plane 
• Demonstrate how to multiply two binomials. 
• Use probability to evaluate outcomes of decisions. 

Biology/Life Science 

• Describe taxonomic rank and give examples. 
• Identify and describe the stages of mitosis. 
• Describe the process of human circulation or respiration. 
• Arrange components of the food chain according to the flow of 

energy. 

Chemistry 

• Use the periodic table to identify metals, semimetals, 
nonmetals, OR halogens. 

• Compare and contrast the states of matter (gas, solids, liquid). 
• Identify characteristics of protons, neutrons, and electrons. 
• Describe the structure of an atom. 

 

Remember these key points for an effective sample lesson: 

• You will be given no more than 5-10 minutes. 
• Lessons should have a clear beginning, middle and end and be organized around a specific 

learning objective (i.e. what students should be able to do by the end of the lesson). 
• Teachers should communicate and work with “students” to demonstrably achieve the learning 

objective in the time given. 
• Be sure to engage participants in the lesson. 
• Lessons should be interactive and age-appropriate for the grade and subject level for which you 

are interviewing. 
• Principals will be looking for those qualities that are evaluated in the Teacher Keys Effectiveness 

System (TKES), the teacher evaluation tool used in Fulton County Schools. Principals will only be 



 
 

looking for those qualities that are appropriate to this short sample lesson format. You will not 
be evaluated on anything that cannot be demonstrated in this time or format. 

We look forward to your interview and sample lesson! 

 

 

 


