
 

 

 

GASPA Executive Board Meeting 
May 26, 2015 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President, Sid Camp.   
 
Minutes:  Kim Clayton, GASPA Secretary, presented minutes from the spring 2015 Executive Board Meeting for 
review.  There were two corrections.  GASPA Brand and the misspelling of Betsy Arons name.  A motion for 
approval of the minutes was made by Paige Busbee, Houston County Schools and seconded by Valerie Suessmith, 
Henry County Schools.  The motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Valerie Suessmith, GASPA Treasurer, reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.    
 
Income $49,189 .00 
Expenses $30,588.59 
Net $18,600.41 
 
GASPA membership and vendor participation has increased, which was a boost for 2015.  A motion to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report was made by Macy Defnall, Bartow County Schools and seconded by Mary Jessie, Historian and 
Legislative Liaison. 
 
Legislative Priorities Report:  Mary Jessie, Historian/Legislative Liaison  
 
o Mary reported that all educational legislation was signed on time.  She did mention that SB152 had not moved 

forward but could return through the Education Reform Commission.  (SB152 is in reference to retirement and 
pensions, to provide for the transfer of membership between the Employees' Retirement System of Georgia and the 
Teachers Retirement System of Georgia; to provide for related matters; to provide conditions for an effective date 
and automatic repeal; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.)  It was noted that a Power Point would 
be presented during the Business Meeting on Thursday, May 28, with a Legislative Update. 
 

Spring Conference 2015 Report:    
 
 Candy Norton, Program Overview 

 
o Candy shared that the Pre-Conference Sessions, which have been very popular, will feature Lance Young from 

Fulton County Schools and Corella Moten from GCIC on the topic of fingerprinting and background checks.  A 
follow up session during the general meeting, will be held in the afternoon concerning GBI Audits. 

o Our key-note speaker, Betsy Arons from Urban Schools Capital Academy, will discuss the “Strategic Role of 
Human Resources.” 

o Cindi Chance, Dean of Education from the Georgia Regents University and Laurie Burkett from White County 
Schools will present Educator Workforce and System Partnerships. 

o Other topics of interest will include:  Phil Hartley with Legal Updates; Health Care Industry Response to 
Options for Classified Staff with Todd Hooper from Shaw Hankins; A GASPA Panel consisting of Walt Martin 
from Gwinnett; Chris Gibson from Houston County; Trent North from Carrollton City and Paige Busbee from 
Houston County will present, “System Responses to Health Care and Other Benefit Concerns.”   The PSC will be 
present Friday morning. 

 
  



 

 

 Paige Busbee, Business Partner Liaison 
 
o Paige shared that we have a total of 25 vendors for the conference, which is a record high.  New vendors 

include:  Educational Management Solutions (EMS), MCC Innovations (MCCi), OCMI/will Sub, TimeClock Plus, 
Teacher Retirement System of Georgia and Tyler Technologies. 

o Paige shared a flyer she created in reference to encouraging our vendors to be a part of our upcoming Golden 
Jubilee Fall of 2016. 

 
 Vince Richardson, GASPA Executive Director 
 
 Conference Registrations include: 

o 121 Registrants with 4 cancellations for a total of 117 
o Overall membership has grown to 213  
o 25 Business Partners 

 
 Subcommittee on Recruitment, Retention and Compensation 

o Vince will be setting up at meeting for this sub-committee to meet at the summer GAEL Conference July 
13th at 10:15 AM.  The location will be sent to all GASPA Board Members if attendance is possible.  
Candy, Paige, Valerie and Sid have confirmed. 

 
 GASPA Time and Place 

o Vince discussed the possibility of changing our contract with the King and Prince.  We have a November 
2016 deadline. 
 

 Nomination of new Regional Directors 
o Two new regional directors are needed to fill the positions of Macy Defnall as our President Elect and 

Becky Long, from Effingham County, who will be retiring.  Michelle Griffith from Calhoun City Schools is 
the recommendation for Macy and Debbie Bennett from Glynn County for Becky. 

 
 Increase in Dues 

o Vince recommended to the Board the increase of GASPA dues from $20.00 to $30.00 for membership 
dues and for retirees from $5.00 to $10.00.  Kim Clayton made the motion and Mary Jessie seconded.  
The recommendation will be taken to the membership at the Business Meeting. 

 
o Changes in GASPA Website   

Vince shared that he is exploring options with the current web host provider for a sign-in section 
specifically tailored to GASPA members.  By providing a personalized log-in, GASPA members would 
not only have the opportunity to  review membership data but have exclusive rights to pertinent 
informational tools that would assist members in their daily jobs and responsibilities.  Additionally, 
having this type of on-line opportunity would add to the advantages in joining GASPA. 

 
LinkedIn Opportunities to connect with membership:  Sid Camp, President 
 

o Sid shared information pertaining to the upcoming availability of GASPA members connecting to 
LinkedIn.  An example would be the sharing of questions with the membership that is currently handled 
through Vince with e-mail.  By posting questions through LinkedIn, the membership would be able to 
see all responses in a timely manner. 

 
Golden Jubilee Report:  Mary Jessie ,Historian/Legislative Liaison 
 
 Mary shared with the Board that a successful conference call was held with the Golden Jubilee Committee on 

April 21, 2015.  It was decided that Michael Thurmond would be invited to serve as the keynote speaker.  The 
fee would be under $5,000. 



 

 

 Past GASPA presidents and GASPA alumni will personally be invited to attend the luncheon.  Mary is working 
on gathering addresses and contact information. 

 In discussion about the Golden Jubilee budget, it was proposed that funding would come from the membership 
and (hopefully) strong vendor participation. 

 Mary referenced the flyer that Paige Busbee, our Business Partner Liaison, created to share with our vendors 
spring of 2016 in preparation for  the event fall 2016. 

 Mary discussed our theme, The Changing Face of GASPA:  Celebrating Our Past and Future. 
 Mary stated that Vince is working on the menu with Deb Garner from Gwinnett County.  Steak and seafood will 

be the main entrée’ with the cost of the meal TBA.  Once determined, the cost of the meal would be built into 
the registration. 

 Mary reviewed the committee chairs for the Golden Jubilee: 
o Ramon  Ray from Savannah Chatham is coordinating the Flag Corp and a string quartet from Savannah. 
o Debbie Bennett from Glynn County is securing the color guard from Glynn County Schools.  (It was 

suggested that an honorarium be given to the school districts who participate.) 
o Kim Clayton from Coffee County and Cathy Smiley from Rockdale County will be working with the 

display of GASPA photographs representing 50 years. 
o Patty Morrison from Pike County and Mary (Jessie) will be organizing the history of materials from 

GASPA. 
o Paige Busbee from Houston County, Trent North from Carrollton City and Allison McMahon from 

Marietta City will be supporting the funding budget for the celebration. 
 It was suggested that a Gold Star be given to those GASPA alumni and past presidents who attend the Golden 

Jubilee. 
 A tablecloth and banner will be purchased in white with the regular GASPA logo for future use following the 

event. 
 
GAEL Update – Nomination of President Elect:  Sid Camp, President 
 
 Sid shared that the nomination for President-Elect of GASPA is in rotation with GAEL.  The President-Elect 

would be selected during the summer conference.  Requirements for the position include that the individual 
hold a Leadership Certificate and are an active educational leader in a K-12 system.  

 Sid recommended Candy Norton as our nomination for President-Elect of GAEL for the 2016-2017 term 
 Sid made the recommendation that if this nomination was not accepted, that GASPA would notify GAEL to 

change the affiliate rotation for president-elect.  This was seconded by Mary Jessie. 
 
Joint Fall Conference 2015 with GELFA:  Sid Camp, President   
  (Georgia Educational Leadership Faculties Association) 
 
 Sid shared that Mary Hooper, Chair of the Department of Educational Leadership from State University of West 

Georgia and Jami Berry from Georgia State will be joining us at the fall 2015 Conference.  The GELFA 
organization hopes to have 20-25 members in attendance at GASPA.  There is a strong initiative for school 
districts to connect and form partnerships with higher ed. as it relates to teacher retention, recruitment, pay 
for performance, etc. 
 

Strategic Plan Update 2012-2017:  Sid Camp, President 
 
 Sid shared that we are a year ahead of schedule with our strategic plan. 
 Areas that are still in progress include the website review, a strategy for partnerships with Ed. Leadership, 

which will be discussed at the fall 2015 conference, the creation of a digital portfolio of GASPA History 
(proposed May 2016), and the formation of a committee to think about 2016-2022.  Sid stated, “If you can’t 
measure it, you can’t plan it out.” 

 Sid stated that there is a need to further engage our membership with Leadership GASPA. 
 Sid expressed a special appreciation to Vince Richardson, our Executive Director for of his hard work. 
 



 

 

Nomination of Officers 2015-2016:  Sid Camp, President 
 
 Sherri Freeman has accepted the nomination for President-Elect.  Macy made the motion to accept the 

recommendation and Candy seconded the motion.  Our slate of officers for 2015-2016 will be: 
o GASPA President:  Macy Defnall, Bartow County Schools 
o President-Elect:  Sherri Freeman, Clarke County Schools 
o Past President:  Sid Camp, Gwinnett County Schools 

 
 The rest of the Executive Board remains the same. 

o Valerie Suessmith:  Treasurer, Henry County Schools 
o Kim Clayton:  Secretary, Coffee County Schools 
o Mary Jessie:  Historian 
o Paige Busbee:  Business Partner Liaison, Houston County Schools (FY15 - Bibb County Schools) 

 
Other Business: 

 
 Macy suggested that we recognize retirees twice per year at the fall and spring conferences.  It was noted that 

some members have retired and were not recognized depending on their retirement date. 
 Before closing the meeting, Mary Jessie gave a “shout out” to Vince for all of his work with our GASPA 

organization.  Mary specifically mentioned the recent AASPA Newsletter and Vince’s “GASPA Connect” 
newsletter for our organization that was featured.   

 
Having no other business or discussion, Mary Jessie made a motion for adjournment and Macy Defnall seconded 
the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
 
Minutes Recorded by: 
Kim Clayton, Secretary 
November 3, 2015 
 

 


