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Legislative Highlights: 

• The Legislature passed a large 2019 fiscal year budget. There were notable increases in this years' budget including the full funding of the Quality Basic 

Education Program (QBE) at a whopping $167M. Governor Deal has stated many times that his legacy will be economic growth. Georgia continues to be 

the number one state in which to do business in the country. This year's budget growth reflects the economic expansion that's been put in place by 

policies over the last eight years.  

• SB 362, sponsored on behalf of Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle by Sen. Tippins, the bill creates an innovative student assessment pilot. Beginning in the 2018-19 

school year, the State Board of Education (SBOE) will create a competitive program and include up to 10 school district participants. 

• School systems will receive an additional $290 million for Teachers Retirement System (TRS) annual required contribution rate increases. When funding 

for higher education is included, the total new state fund investment in TRS for FY 2019 is $361.7 million. These funds will support 117,957 retired and 

218,193 active members. 

• Education funding and school choice are always a priority for the legislature and this year was no different. Chairman Brooks Coleman, who after 24 

years in office, decided to retire. The Speaker of the House will appoint the next Chairman in 2019. Senate Education and Youth Chair Lindsey Tippens 

also announced that he intends to step down as chair. 

Key Education Legislation: 

Type # Description 

SB 362 By Senator Lindsay Tippins. This bill seeks to provide schools with additional flexibility in assessments. The bill exempts 
participating districts from certain statewide assessment requirements (e.g., Milestones) while the districts pilot other 
assessment models. The State Board and the State Superintendent are both in support of the bill. This bill passed the House 
Education Committee with overwhelming support and only positive testimony from education groups as well as district staff.  

SB 401 By Senator Lindsay Tippins. This bill would provide school counselors with guidance in career-oriented aptitudes and career 
interests in developing a students’ individual graduation plan. One provision of the bill that is particularly interesting to 
committee members is the creation of a “survey” style study that will assess the role of the school counselor and show where the 
legislature can help make them successful. The bill was amended to include a mandate that students in grades K-9 receive age-



appropriate sexual abuse and assault awareness and prevention. The legislation also contains a provision related to educator in-
service training on providing sexual abuse and assault awareness and prevention education to students. 

HB 217 By Representative John Carson. This bill expands an existing tuition tax credit program to increase the cap to $100 million to 
private school voucher programs until 2028. 

HB 718 By Representative Sandra Scott. This bill requires school districts to provide students whose parents or legal guardians are 
currently serving or previously served active duty military up to five school days per school year for days missed to attend 
military sponsored events.  

HB 740 By Representative Randy Nix. The bill prohibits schools from expelling or suspending students in preschool through third grade 
without first providing multi-tiered system of supports (MTSS). The legislation contains an exception if students possess a 
weapon, illegal drugs, or other dangerous instrument or if the student’s behavior endangers the physical safety of other students 
or school staff. 

HB 763 By Representative Randy Nix. This bill modifies Georgia’s existing law regarding school safety plans and requires schools to 
provide for coordination with local law enforcement agencies and local juvenile court systems. Safety plans must include: 
training for school staff, evaluation and refining of school security measures, updating school emergency preparedness plans, 
and creating enhanced crisis communications plans and social media strategies. 

HB  787 By Representative Scott Hilton. This bill increases the amount of funding that charter schools receive per student. This is 
estimated to send an additional $17 million annually to state charter schools. It also increases funding for buildings in more 
expensive parts of the state and allows for computer purchases.  

HB 852 By Representative Michael Smith. This bill would allow a student who has been enrolled in a public school for more than half of 
the school year and who moves during the school year to another attendance zone to continue to be enrolled in the initial public 
school throughout that school year. Parents incur transportation costs and this privilege is not given to students who have 
disciplinary or attendance problems.  

HB  951 By Representative Jason Shaw. This bill creates the 12-member Georgia Rural Development Council which will offer guidance to 
the Center for Rural Prosperity and Innovation on leadership management, business development and entrepreneurship, finance 
and taxes, logistics of rural industries, healthcare and education. 

HB 978 By Representative Chad Nimmer. This bill allows police to issue traffic citations and tickets based on data collected via electronic 
devices placed in school zones and makes provisions for the fines collected from the devices. 

 
 
The Chairman of the House Education Committee appointed four study committees including: 

• Special Needs Scholarships (based on HB 801, which did not pass)  
Chair Rep. Nix, 69th and Rep. Hilton, 95th  

o Collect data, study impact, and review the Special Needs Scholarship program to determine if any changes are needed 

• Virtual Schools – focus on Elementary Schools (based on HB 874, which did not pass)  
Chair Rep. Coleman, 97th and Rep. Teasley 

o Review information about management companies, governing boards, and parental involvement (especially in the charter renewal process) 

• Education Options (based on HB 482, which did not pass)  
Chair Rep. Coleman, 97th and Rep. Cantrell, 22nd   

o Explore the use of flexibility in using tax dollars for ‘other’ education options, particularly for students in underperforming schools 



• School or School System Accreditation  
Chair Rep. Coleman, 97th and Rep. Jan Jones, 47th  

o Determine if student academic outcomes could be included in school or system accreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
and/or the Georgia Accrediting Commission.  

 

Failed Key Legislation: 

Type # Description 

HB 273 Seeking to mandate K-5 recess 

HB  482 Education savings account school voucher plan 

HB 759 Adjusting public school attendance requirements for Georgia’s special education voucher eligibility 

HB 778 Attempt to move CTAE programs from GADOE to Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) 

HB 781 Attempt to allow flexible use of Education Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (ESPLOST) 

HB 903 Sought to restrict the Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for Georgia’s TRS participants 

HR 1039 Study committee focused on ennobling the teaching profession 

SB 293 Sought to make adjustments to Georgia’s TRS return-to-work law 
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